
Mechanical work 
 

work in physics 
 

If 
 

• a force acts upon an object 

• the force causes a displacement of the object 

• the force acts in the direction of motion 

 
then 

 
work = force (in direction of motion) · displacement 

 
W = F · s 

force in the direction 
of motion 

 

F = 1.0 N 

displacement 
 

s = 1.0 m 

Finest Swiss Chocolate 

Finest Swiss Chocolate 

work done 
 

W = F · s = 
 

1.0 N · 1.0 m = 1.0 J 


